INSIDE   THE   WHALE

on beliefs (the belief in the immortality of the soul,
for example) which now seem to us false and in some
cases contemptibly silly.   Yet it is " good " litera-
ture, if survival is any test    Mr Upward would no
doubt answer that a belief which was appropriate
several centuries ago might be inappropriate and
therefore stultifying now.   But this does not get
one much farther, because it assumes that in any
age there will be one body of belief which is the
current approximation to truth, and that the best
literature of the time will be more or less in harmony
with it.   Actually no such uniformity has ever
existed.   In seventeenth-century England, for in-
stance, there was a religious and political cleavage
which distinctly resembled the left-right antagon-
ism of today.   Looking back, most modern people
would feel that the bourgeois-Puritan viewpoint was
a better approximation to truth than the Catholic-
feudal one.   But it is certainly not the case that all
or even a majority of the best writers of the time
were: Puritans.   And more than this, there exist
" good " writers whose world-view* would in any
age be recognised as false and silly.   Edgar Allan
Poe is an example.   Poe's outlook is at best a wild
romanticism and at worst is not far from being in-
sane in the literal clinical sense.   Why is it, then,
that stories like The Black Cat, The Tell-tale Heart,
The Fall of the House of Usher and so forth, which
might very nearly have been written by a lunatic,
do not convey a feeling of falsity ?   Because they are
true within a certain framework, they keep the rules
of their own peculiar world, like a Japanese picture.
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